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Provider Information Notice

TO: All Early Intervention Providers and CFCs
FROM: Benjamin Delgado, Jr., Chief
Bureau of Early Intervention
DATE: December 30, 2024
RE: Updates to the Elevated Blood Lead Levels for Early Intervention Eligibility

This notice is to inform you of upcoming changes to the Elevated Blood Lead Level (EBL) threshold that
meets the requirements for eligibility in the lllinois Early Intervention (El) Program. Recently the Center for
Disease Control (CDC) updated the blood lead reference value from 5 micrograms per deciliter(ug/dL) to
3.5 pg/dL to identify children with higher levels of lead in their blood as compared with levels in most
children. Recently the lllinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) updated its administrative code to align
with the updated CDC EBL threshold. Per the EI Administrative Code Section 500.APPENDIX E, children
with lead poisoning are eligible for El. Specifically, it states: “Lead Poisoning (as defined in 77 Ill. Adm.
Code 845.20) confirmed by a venous blood test.”

El has been using 5.0 pg/dL as the threshold for eligibility as defined in 77 Ill. Adm. Code 845.20 to date.
This threshold will change to 3.5 pg/dL effective January 1, 2025 in alignment with the updated definition in
that rule:

o "Elevated Blood Lead Level" or "EBL" means a blood lead level greater than or equal to 3.5
micrograms per deciliter (ug/dL) of whole blood. For purposes of this definition, the EBL shall
remain equal to or greater than 5 micrograms per deciliter (ug/dL) of whole blood through
December 31, 2024 and the EBL shall be equal to or greater than 3.5 micrograms per deciliter
(Mg/dL) of whole blood effective January 1, 2025.

As next steps, CFCs should:

o inform relevant staff including assistant managers, intake coordinators, lead service coordinators,
service coordinators and Local Interagency Council coordinators of upcoming change.

o Notify referral sources and community partners about the upcoming change to ensure accurate
referrals.

Both CFCs and Service Providers should familiarize themselves with the Best Practices for Working with
Young Children with Elevated Blood Lead Levels.

See IDPH’s press release for more information on this: https://dph.illinois.gov/resource-
center/news/2024/october/release-20241025.html.
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